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(d) Latimer, Sixth Sennon before King Edward [ VL\
(p. 70.) There is such dyeing houses also, they say, as hath
not bene wont to be, where young gentlemen dice away theyr
thrift, and, where dyeing is, there are other follies also. For
the love of God let remedy be had, let us wrastle and stryve
against sinne. Men of England in tymes past, when they
would exercise themselves (for we must needes have some
recreation, our bodies can not endure without some exercise)
they were wont to goe abroad in the fieldes a Shooting, but
now it is turned into glossing1, gulling, and whooring within
the house. The Arte of Shooting hath bene in times past
much esteemed in this reaime, it is a gift of God that he hath
geve us to excell all other nations withall, it hath bene Gods
instrument wherby he hath geven us many victories against
our enemyes. But now we have taken up whooring in townes,
in stead of Shooting in the fieldes. A wonderous thing, that
so excellent a gift of God should be so little esteemed. I
desire you my Lordes, even as ye love the honour and glory
of God, and entend to remove his indignation, let there be
sent forth some proclamation, some sharpe proclamation to
the Justices of peace, for they doe not their duetie. Justices
now be no Justices; ^iere bee many good actes made for this
matter already. Charge them upon their allegiance, that this
singular beoefite of God may be practised, and that it be not
turned into boiling4, glossing, and whooring within the townes:
for they be negligent in executing these lawes of Shooting.
In my time, my poore father was as diligent to teach me to
Shoote, as to leame me any other thing, and so I thinke other
men did their children. He taught me how to draw, how to
lay my body in my bowe, and not to draw with strength of
armes as other paeons doe, but with strength of the body. I
had my bowes bou^t me, according to my age and strength:
as I encreased in theln, so my bowes were made bigger and
bigger: for men shall never Shoote well, except they be
brought up in it It is a goodly Arte, a wholesome kinde
of exercise^ and much commended in Phisicke. Marcilius
Phicinus in hys booke de triplid vita (it is a great l^ylc since
1 cheating*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         * bowiifig.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         '4                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            The English Longbow                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  399
(d) Latimer, Sixth Sennon before King Edward [ VL\
(p. 70.) There is such dyeing houses also, they say, as hath
not bene wont to be, where young gentlemen dice away theyr
thrift, and, where dyeing is, there are other follies also. For
the love of God let remedy be had, let us wrastle and stryve
against sinne. Men of England in tymes past, when they
would exercise themselves (for we must needes have some
recreation, our bodies can not endure without some exercise)
they were wont to goe abroad in the fieldes a Shooting, but
now it is turned into glossing1, gulling, and whooring within
the house. The Arte of Shooting hath bene in times past
much esteemed in this reaime, it is a gift of God that he hath
geve us to excell all other nations withall, it hath bene Gods
instrument wherby he hath geven us many victories against
our enemyes. But now we have taken up whooring in townes,
in stead of Shooting in the fieldes. A wonderous thing, that
so excellent a gift of God should be so little esteemed. I
desire you my Lordes, even as ye love the honour and glory
of God, and entend to remove his indignation, let there be
sent forth some proclamation, some sharpe proclamation to
the Justices of peace, for they doe not their duetie. Justices
now be no Justices; ^iere bee many good actes made for this
matter already. Charge them upon their allegiance, that this
singular beoefite of God may be practised, and that it be not
turned into boiling4, glossing, and whooring within the townes:
for they be negligent in executing these lawes of Shooting.
In my time, my poore father was as diligent to teach me to
Shoote, as to leame me any other thing, and so I thinke other
men did their children. He taught me how to draw, how to
lay my body in my bowe, and not to draw with strength of
armes as other paeons doe, but with strength of the body. I
had my bowes bou^t me, according to my age and strength:
as I encreased in theln, so my bowes were made bigger and
bigger: for men shall never Shoote well, except they be
brought up in it It is a goodly Arte, a wholesome kinde
of exercise^ and much commended in Phisicke. Marcilius
Phicinus in hys booke de triplid vita (it is a great l^ylc since
1 cheating*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         * bowiifig.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         '